MARIA REICHE

ARCHAEOLOGIST

mall house in a Peruvian desert, there lived an advent,

matician called Maria Reiche.
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planes and helicopters to map the lines and-when there were ng p,

fly-she just climbed the tallest ladder she could find to obserye the lmesi
above. Some lines had been covered by dust so she used brooms 1, doi
them. She used so many brooms that some people thought she Was a wirgy

As she studied the lines, she discovered something incredible. Thosem

what they were for, or why they were there, or even hoy old th

These mysterious lines, called Nazca lines, became Maria’s Passi

not just random scratches: They were enormous drawings—made by the
people who lived there thousands of years ago. There was a hummingbirg
Intertwined hands! Flowers! A gigantic spider! All sorts of geometrical shapes
Why would these ancient people create drawings that could only be seer |
from the sky? What were they? It was a mystery she was determinedtosohe

She found that the lines corresponded to the constellations in the nigt

sky. “It's like a giant map of the heavens,” she said.

When Maria moved from Germany to Peru, she wasn't looking for g&®

mysterious drawings. But when she found them, she knew she would sperc I
the rest of her life trying to figure them out. She became known The
Lady of the Lines.”
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